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Corrections worker keeps time for mus
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(In slage as a musicean with the Paducah :'ilrrnplmn_!: Orchesira,
:‘lh‘x,:n Kinslow wears a tuxedo. Bist monsents after i:lu.llEn!: his
tuha back into the case, he sometimes qui:l: |_\' :lfin v the Jn.-:u.ini
n.l-um.'l.rufumrrgm moments later with his Inﬂgu and unilorm,

Kinslow, 35, is a corrections ollicer on the midni!;hl shify at the
H.II.'I'II.IJI.'IG:.' Mate Penitentiary al |':v|l|.|ll."|-'i|]-|.'. O ihe exverior, the

mental II:H.I_EI'II'H.‘-HK of his career rJa:p weems [ikhe such a conteadiction

for a mild-mannered musician, But Kinalow sees lhinsh din:rr!rllL'r.

*There are a lot of cimilariiies,” he saud, "I'lur:,' lsoth eake ieam-
work, Il an orchestea doesn’t |wrrurm ax a team, it [ails, I there’s
no teamwork at the Prisom, somemHe could get hurt.

“You've gol o e on Iupurl'rm.lr game all the time at esther pln.ﬂ'.
There are no second chances, Neither F‘IIL'I." haxa ul‘m;.- L.

Kinslow Girst |n51.t:r.'1£ up & trombaie a5 4 [‘i[lll-p‘a:'nr-m Caldwell
County aml plnlw.-d in the man‘hinl._[ hanad L|1r|:|u5,!'| middle and |'|i5|1
school. He switched lrom trombone o wsba, both brass instro-
menis Uhat PECjUire a EI.II.HI sense af |ﬁl|:|1.. and he llil."il'.‘il up on it
quirktll.'. Music made sense to him when he ulrumh::] with academ-
1.
"Mz soai as sclsol |_{|ul i, | avoalel ]'Jil:li. up my b il F:.'.':.“ e
for three 1o four hours.”

With his bove of music, he assumed that he should UIFSLE & Cae
reer in music, but his [EEERT didn't translae inte a desire 1o weach
music. He majored in music education at Murray State University,
It ke i and stumbled az be tried 1o lind a suitable |:.:|r-|.-1.-r|ul|1.

| -'.'1r|.|||.'||1'l i‘m.l .'I.jl:!j:l.H |||.' :»'.1.i|:|, “niol at ."ill:l}nnn.lrjlu or :1.|rll.'li1i|1E.F

He I1|.un! I:ul 1|1|.' Coraves L-qm:ull'r ..'ﬂil LI L 1|iri||E, |.1u1. |1r.'- Jilln'l
know any Lhing alsout corrections.

“It turns owt that I'm pretLy gl:u:ld atit,” Kinslow said. “1 could

.ull.'l.'aJ.'b. communicate with cu |I!I|.|:r.|||_1.' different '|:t|.-1.1|:|||r. That makes a

hu.gr difTerence. Yoo have ta I:th-p i the hack |.1|!'11. our
minrJ l|:|..'|.l I-_n.m'rr F1|.1|'ru.||1. (e mis-d:d-:r. [alalL] |=r.|5-.-|.' nf
jl.'l'dEl.'I'H‘ll'l.. and you could be there.”

Kinslaw rose to SUPETYiSOr rJurinE his fnul'-:l. ear ben-
ure, but a career in music knocked on his door again
when he accepted a jobs in the repair shop at Music
Fone Kinslow |1.1r.|1:|'t|11.' speent his |:|.:||11.1n| surroundid ll_';'.'
i:rnlru.ml.-nln, rlxing ll'u.'m unlil ll'u' 'muner r:'ﬂnn.:|.11.-1:|
again. But when ihe store sald, be Tound himm-"a!;n-'m
without a job and wondering what 10 do next.

“I was decent at corrections,” he said.

When a job at the prisan I:IFH:"I1HI three years ago, he
dudn't think twice and moved his fnmillu' from Paducah
lack vo his aative Calidwell EDIII'Il.;I..

Kinslow said the job of a corrections olficer is 98
[percent mental and 2 percent FII1:|.'hiI:-IE. “The hardess

C

thing is linding the halance between being an oflicer and still be-
ing voursel [,” he said. “You're not going in and trying 1o be John
t‘ulﬂ;‘rl’”.-

Through all the career switching, music has been a constant in
his life. He has played tuha for the Paducah Ssmphony Orchesira
[or 13 years. He wries 1o practice his borm a minimam of 50 min-
utes a day, but it's difficub to balance with his job and his return
to schoal at Mid-Continent University, where he is studying for a
bachelor’s in psychology and counseling, Then add in that be and
his wile, Rebecca, have two daughters, ages 6 and 1.

He has told several inmates at the prison about his musical hab-
its outside work. And they've told him about their musical talens,

"You would never know (about their music) unless vou walk
across the vard and hear them,” he said. "Some are very walented
musicians and artists, They have the time (o coliivace that,”

Kinslow maintains his corrections officer persona until he drives =

through the gate afver each shift. His mind then turns 1o his pas-
sion. “Music is my playtime.”
Earlier this winter, Kinslow [Mipped his truck after shidding on
a patch of ice on a curvy road between the jail and his bome, His
mind immediately wandered 1o the condition of his tuba that he
had stashed in bis back seat, Three of his Fellow officers saw
the wreckage and stopped, and he asked one 1o check on his
tuha.
*“I don't allow anyone to ouch my tuba, but be got the
horn out of the car. He opened it up and said there was one
dent on i."
It vurms ot that the dent was old, and Kinslow breathed
a sigh of reliel. The tuba’s water key popped off, but i
was unharmed,
“l was I‘I'-ﬂ."lj' II.H'.“I\'..I'L',- hie said, “Whan business do | have
hauling around an expensive instrument®™ i
Have instrument, will iravel.
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